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The ministry sees value placed on intellectual labor as boosting growth. Igor Tabakov

The country can develop according to an innovative scenario only if the social structure
changes so that the "intellectual class" is not an unprotected layer of society, Deputy
Economic Development Minister Andrei Klepach said at a Vedomosti round table Tuesday.

The high level of social disparity in the country is "not only a social factor, but also
economic," Klepach said.

"If we want to create an economy in which intellectual labor has value, that means revenues
need to be increased in the field of education, science and health care," he said.

Wages in the cultural sphere are about 50 to 55 percent of the average wage countrywide,
and are about 60 percent for education and health care, Klepach said. It means that the part
of society that should create intellectual services and should provide innovation is to a large
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extent unprotected, he said.

"The economy cannot be innovative if the intellectual cluster is by definition poor, and by all
our long-term forecasts it actually could remain poor in the context of a conservative model
of economic development to 2020 and beyond," Klepach said.

If the current natural resource model of development persists, growth over the long term will
be about 3 percent per year, he said. "That means that the middle class in the foreseeable
future will not be more than 30 to 35 percent of the population, and a large part of the
intellectual class will not belong to it," he said.

The innovation scenario, Klepach said, presumes economic growth of 4 to 5 percent up
to 2030, "then there will be a chance after 2010, closer to 2030, to achieve a middle class that
is 40 or even 50 percent of the population."

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2011/04/26/klepach-intellectual-class-needs-protection-a6595


