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Iomurnerickui: police officer

[Ipuiiia BecHa v Hapoy rynsiet! (Spring is here, and folks are having fun!) Or: E1ié He
MIPUIIIIA BeCHA U Hapo[ ¢ yMa cxoauT! (Spring still isn’t here and folks are going nuts!) In any
case, pedbperauHr (rebranding) of mununusa (militia) into monunus (police) has been
HapopgHoe TBopuecTBO (public creativity) of the best kind. Reading the news is like a night at a
comedy club.

It all started with an article on how the public should address the newly named cops. A
language expert admitted that he didn’t have any idea. Theoretically, we should politely call a
cop rocmofivH nonunenckuu (Mr. Policeman), but he said: CTaTyc Haie 6bIBIIIEH
MWIUIINY, a Tellephb MOJIUITUY KaK-TO OUeHb IIJI0XO0 BSIJKETCSI CO CTAaTyCOM CI0Ba
“rocniommn” (The status of our former militia and now police for some reason really doesn’t
fit the status implied by the word “mister”).

On the other hand, he said, “ToBapuiIr monuileicK1i”’ — 3TO CTPAIIHOE IIPOTUBOPEYMe
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Me>KIYy COBETCKUM ‘‘ToBapwuil”’ 1 3alaiHbIM “mionuiierickuii” (“comrade policeman” is a
horrible contradiction — Soviet “comrade” and Western “policeman”). He suggested
opening up the topic for discussion: Cetiuac c TOMOIIbI0 MHTEPHETA MO>KHO IIPUBJIEYD Ky4y
Hapo[a. ... MosKkeT OBITh, KTO-TO OCTPOYMHBIN uT0-HUOYAb 1 npuayMmaeT (Now through the
Internet you can reach a bunch of people. ... Maybe someone witty will come up with
something).

And so the floodgates of Russian folk wit were flung open. Someone suggested nonunuoHep
(a mix of munuioHep and nmonuIenckuk) and rocnoauH mnojaunorep (Mr. Policerman).
Someone else was sure people would call a Russian cop “momun” (polyp) or “monurian”
(polizei), with all the nasty associations of Nazi Germany. Writer and opposition activist
Eduard Limonov thought that the people, in their wit and wisdom, would call a cop “mo1;”
(putz). Another commentator was adamant: Kak 6111 “menTaMu,” Tak u octanytcs (They
were called “ment,” and “ment” they’ll remain).

Others had a blast with the abbreviated names of police units. [TonuIeMcKre MHCIIEKTOPHI
IOpO>KHOTO perynupoBaHus (police inspectors of traffic regulation) become ITN/IPbI, an
abbreviation that sounds like a derogatory slang word for homosexual. Another writer
realized that >kenme3H0g0pO>KHBIM 0TeNT MutuIlinu (the railway unit of the militia) would
now be >keyre3HOAOPO>KHBIN oTHeN monuiiuu (the railway unit of the police), with the snappy
abbreviation JKOIT — something like BUM (what you sit on).

The writer imagined the process of firing about 20 percent of the police as “oTn0B u oTcTpen
200 THICSIY YBOJIEHHBIX MY>KUKOB, YMeIOIMX obpamiaTscs ¢ opy>kueM” (catching and
shooting 200,000 laid-off men who know how to handle weapons).

But then, he suggested: “V>ke B 2012 roziy Ha yiurax OyoyT onpsiTHbIe, IOATSHYThIE 1
KPUCTaIbHO YeCTHbIe IIOJICMEHbI, KOTOpble CMOTYT 3aUMTaTh BaM IIpaBa Ha TPEX sI3bIKax,
BKIto4as papcu. OT HUX OyzIeT MaxHyTh MapUyKCKUM napdiomom, Ha ¢popme oT IOganikmuHa
He OyZeT HU OFHOM MOPIIMHKY, €CIU He CUYMTATh eCTEeCTBEHHO BBIITUPAIONIUX pebeHbIX
mbimr.” (By 2012 the streets will be patrolled by tidy, fine-figured, purely honest policemen,
who will be able to read you your rights in three languages, including Persian. They will be
scented with Parisian perfume, wear uniforms by Yudashkin, and there won’t be a wrinkle on
them, except for natural bulges of their muscles.)

In this utopia, the cop will ask: “Yem s Mory Bam IoMoYb, MUJIOCTUBBIH rocymapb?”’ (How
can I help you, kind sir?) You'll reply: “Bupute nu, cygapb, B uém geno ... ” (You see, sir,
here’s the problem ... ).

And then you wake up.
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