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BRUSSELS — A baby trapped more than two years in Ukraine by bureaucratic hurdles has
arrived in Brussels with his parents, a pair of legally married Belgian men, ending the couple's
long legal battle to bring their son home.

Samuel Ghilain arrived with his parents — Peter Meurrens and Laurent Ghilain — shortly
after 10 p.m. Saturday to a crowd of thrilled relatives and waiting journalists.

"It has been better than we thought to see him again after one year," Meurrens said
at Brussels' main airport, adding that he felt "lots of joy and relief to see him again."

"This morning was the most stressful of my life until we got the final message from Lviv
in Ukraine that they passed border control and were on the plane," he said. "That was
incredible."

He said the couple wept when they met the boy again at a prearranged meeting point



in Warsaw and that Samuel was immediately at ease when they held him.

Samuel, now aged 2 years and 3 months, was born to a surrogate mother in Ukraine
in November 2008. Meurrens and Ghilain cradled him in their arms shortly after his birth
and saw him a number of times after that.

But for more than two years, bureaucratic hurdles kept the baby from being issued a Belgian
passport. According to Meurrens, the problems usually seemed minor — just one more
document to fill out, a missing stamp to be obtained or a translation that was deemed
unacceptable.

The problems persisted until this week, when the Belgian Foreign Ministry, following a court
decision in the couple's favor, finally issued Samuel a passport.

Belgian law is silent on surrogate motherhood, leaving wide room for interpretation. There is
no specific legal bar to a gay couple — or any couple — using a surrogate mother abroad
and bringing the child back home.

But Ghilain and Meurrens ran into continued obstacles. The couple believes that some
bureaucrats, both in Ukraine and in Belgium, were anti-gay.

Belgian Foreign Minister Steven Vanackere said in a statement earlier this month that a "gap
in the law" made it problematic for the country to recognize the use by Belgians of surrogate
mothers in other countries. He asked for new regulations on surrogate mothers to explicitly
prevent all forms of "commercial exploitation."

For lack of a passport, Samuel spent the first 16 months of his life with a foster family
in Ukraine, at a cost of 1,000 euros ($1,400) a month. When Meurrens' and Ghilain's money
ran out, they tried in March 2010 to smuggle the boy, who is Ghilain's biological son, out
of Ukraine and failed. They had not seen him since then, until Saturday, when they were
reunited in Warsaw, where he was brought by their lawyer.

After the failed attempt to spirit him out of the country, Samuel was taken to an orphanage
in Lviv, where he spent almost all of the last year. Ghilain took a DNA test to prove paternity
so the orphanage would not allow the boy to be adopted by some other family.

Ghilain and Meurrens plan now to take the boy to their home in a small town in southern
France, where they moved before Samuel was born so he could have a quiet childhood.
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