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Nicaraguan taxi drivers inspecting new Lada cars in Managua last week. Inti Ocon

The GM-AvtoVAZ joint venture is restarting production of Chevrolet Niva vehicles Tuesday,
company spokeswoman Lyudmila Kharcheva said.

The company's assembly line will operate five days a week in two eight-hour shifts beginning
on that date.

The plant did not produce Chevrolet Nivas on February 10, 11 or 14 because of a components
shortage. The company did not specify the type of components that were missing, saying only
that it was a problem with a single supplier.

GM-AvtoVAZ intends to produce about 52,000 vehicles in 2011. The enterprise boosted
production by 60 percent to 37,000 cars in 2010. The joint venture has been producing cars
since September 2002.
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Meanwhile, AvtoVAZ reported Monday that it exported 5,311 cars to countries in Europe
in 2010, down from 7,280 in 2009 and about 7,000 in 2008.

Europe's share in company exports declined 8.3 percentage points last year, compared with
about 21 percent in 2009 and 9 percent in 2008.

The Lada 4x4 accounts for most of the exports to Europe.

The leading export destinations for AvtoVAZ products are Ukraine, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan,
Belarus, Moldova, Uzbekistan, Armenia, Egypt, Uruguay and Venezuela.

The CIS is AvtoVAZ's second most important market after Russia.

In Russia, AvtoVAZ sells the most cars in the Volga, Central and Southern federal districts.

AvtoVAZ produced 545,540 cars in 2010, 85.1 percent more than in 2009. It also produced
77,626 kits, up 79.1 percent.

The company sold 558,700 cars last year, up 45.7 percent. Domestic sales were up almost 48
percent to 517,147, including 221,584 sold under the government's car scrappage program.

AvtoVAZ currently produces 15 models: the Priora (sedan, hatchback, universal and coupe
models), Kalina (universal, sedan, hatchback, sport), Samara (three- and five-door
hatchbacks and sedan), Lada 2105 and 2107, and three- and five-door Lada 4x4.
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