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European Commission chief Barroso, right, welcoming Uzbek President Karimov to talks in Brussels on
Monday. Thierry Roge

BRUSSELS — EU Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso welcomed Uzbek President
Islam Karimov to Brussels on Monday for talks denounced by activists as the latest example of
the West ignoring abuses by repressive regimes and opting for improved relations rather than
condemning rights violations.

"For him to be received warmly by Mr. Barroso is in a sense a culmination of this gradual
capitulation," said Kenneth Roth, executive director of Human Rights Watch.

He called Karimov a "ruthless leader," and a Human Rights Watch report released Monday
said Uzbekistan's human rights record remains "abysmal," with crackdowns on opposition
and media, and persecution of religious believers.

"The European Union has epitomized this failure, this tendency to fall for subterfuge used by
these governments to avoid serious pressure," Roth said.

But the EU Commission said Barroso would bring up the issue of human rights during his



private talks with the Uzbek leader.

EU Commission spokeswoman Pia Ahrenkildo Hansen also called such meetings "critical,
conditional engagement" and said the goal "is to confront the issues, not duck them." She
said the EU often makes it clear "that human rights is non-negotiable."

In its annual report, Human Rights Watch decried what it called the increasing use of soft
measures without any guarantees to ensure that changes occur in regimes.

The report criticized UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon for failing during a meeting with
Chinese President Hu Jintao last year to publicly criticize China's rights record or its
imprisonment of Chinese dissident Liu Xiaobo.

Ban has said he raised the issue of human rights publicly in three Chinese cities and in private
talks with Chinese leaders.

Regarding the United States, the report said President Barack Obama's "famed eloquence …
has sometimes eluded him when it comes to defending human rights." This was especially
noticeable in contacts with countries that are important to U.S. interests, such as China, India,
Indonesia, Egypt and Bahrain, the group said.

Human Rights Watch's list of most abusive countries included Belarus, China, Colombia,
Congo, Cuba, Egypt, Indonesia, Iran, Myanmar, North Korea, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Yemen,
and Zimbabwe. Without outside pressure, Roth said, the list will grow.

"A dictator will weigh this cost-benefit analysis and decide that repression pays. The aim of
the international community is to make repression not pay," he said.
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