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President Dmitry Medvedev has handed 28 orders to the government aimed at fulfilling
promises on taxes, children's issues and eased bureaucracy that he made during his annual
state-of-the-nation address, the Kremlin said Tuesday.

Children's issues dominate the agenda, with 11 orders, followed by modernization of the
economy, with four orders, and the environment, with three, the Kremlin said in a statement.

In line with Medvedev's orders, the payroll tax for small businesses working in production
and social sectors will be frozen at a rate of 26 percent for the next two years.    

Governors will have to create "favorable conditions for attracting investment," the Kremlin
statement said.

Also, the government must draft a bill on state tenders that will "meet the tasks of
modernization and innovative development of the economy." The government has come
under fire for corruption-tinged tenders.

http://kremlin.ru/news/9724


In addition, minor tax breaks will be introduced for families with three or more children,
families will be allowed to use maternity payments from the state to pay their mortgages, a
quarter of the money allocated for health care will be directed to children's health care, and
social adaptation programs will be introduced for young people emerging from orphanages.    

Charities working with children will get tax breaks on their revenues, while nongovernmental
organizations providing social services will get more opportunity to obtain state grants
through tenders.

New, yet-unspecified pollution norms will be introduced, along with also yet-unspecified
measures of support for companies that reduce pollution from their production.

Medvedev made Prime Minister Vladimir Putin responsible for fulfilling 18 of the 28 orders.

Kremlin chief of staff Sergei Naryshkin and Central Election Commission chief Vladimir
Churov will oversee the implementation of an order to introduce proportional electoral
systems to cities and municipal districts, and Naryshkin must ensure that socially important
federal legislation gets a proper public discussion.

The defense minister is in charge of an order to boost Russia's air defense, missile defense
and space control systems by merging them.

The rest of the orders are the responsibility of unidentified federal ministers, as well as
regional and local authorities.

The orders have deadlines from Dec. 15 this year to Dec. 1 next year.  

Medvedev delivered his address on Nov. 30.
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