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A Nokia store in Helsinki displays the latest phones. The Nokia Skolkovo research center is one of eight
worldwide. Henrik Kettunen

Nokia committed on Wednesday to open a research facility at the Skolkovo high-tech
innovation center being set up outside of Moscow.

A memorandum of understanding was signed in a ceremony at the Moskva-City business
center, with representatives of the Finnish communications company and the Skolkovo Fund
taking part.

Esko Aho, Nokia executive vice president and board member, said there that the "knowledge-
intensive ecosystem that is being designed at Skolkovo" would suit Nokia's development
needs.

Victor Saeijs, CEO of Nokia Eurasia, said Russia will now join Europe, India and China as key
sites of Nokia intellectual activity and will be the eighth country where the company has such
a center.
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The Nokia center at Skolkovo will work in cooperation with leading Russian universities and
will employ about 25 technical specialists who will be Russian nationals.

In addition, "Nokia venture capital mechanisms will be extended to Skolkovo resident
companies," Aho said, but "the role of venture capital will depend on deal flow, which
depends on the success of Skolkovo."

Aho mentioned mobile computing, innovative health care applications, nanotechnology and
quantum technology as fields of research at the new center. The center's programmers will
also work on development of the new MeeGo Linux-based software platform being jointly
released by Nokia and Intel.

Skolkovo Fund president Viktor Vekselberg said they are looking for 10 to 15 foreign partners
overall, and that the principle of participation is one of mutual benefit. He said he hopes that
the fund will reach an agreement with Intel by the end of the year.

Vekselberg also promised that Skolkovo would begin co-financing projects this year. In the
six months since its founding, Skolkovo has become involved in 50 high-tech projects, he
said.

Aho declined to specify the size of Nokia's investment in the Skolkovo center, saying only that
there would be an "evolutionary process" and that total investment would amount to
"double-digit millions of dollars."

"Politicians … expect immediate results," Aho said, but Nokia regards Skolkovo as a long-
term project.

Vekselberg said he expects the partnership to "bear fruit in the nearest future."

When asked about the likelihood of drawing emigre scientists back to the country, Vekselberg
said Skolkovo "promises something" to scientists, but "it probably takes time for individual
people to believe that."

Aho said Nokia's experience in India and China has been that experts return when "there is a
high level of skill and talent" in place, but he added that it is "a long process."

Skolkovo managing director for partners Roman Romanovsky said every effort was being
made to make the center "comfortable" for scientists.

Vekselberg said his opposition to the construction of skyscrapers at Skolkovo is related to
those efforts.

Skyscrapers "make a person feel small," he said, "but a scientist should feel big."

Original url: https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2010/11/17/nokia-agrees-to-join-skolkovo-center-a3062


