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While the Moscow commute is four times longer than in the U.S., moving closer to work is not an option
for many. Igor Tabakov

Forty percent of Muscovites spend more than an hour each way commuting to work or school,
according to a survey by the state-run VTsIOM polling agency published Tuesday.

The trip takes between 30 minutes and an hour for 27 percent of the population, and only 4
percent reach their destination in less than half an hour. A full 29 percent don’t go to school
or work at all.

For comparison, Forbes found earlier this year that the average American spends 26 minutes
commuting one way.

Moving closer to their place of employment is not an option for most city residents.

Buying an apartment is a possibility for only a limited number of people, said Anna Ivanova of
the Real Estate Market Indicators analytical agency.

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/author/derek-andersen


"A young family has little chance of moving from the suburbs to Moscow," Ivanova said, "and
a 25-year mortgage is hard to get."

She said $2,600 to $3,200 per square meter is the price range for a basic apartment in a new
building, while the average income in Moscow is $1,300 per month.

Ivanova noted that apartment exchanges within Moscow and between Moscow and the
surrounding area have become more popular since the beginning of the financial crisis, and
some agencies now handle such transactions.

Renting is only somewhat easier.

Galina Kiselyova, head of the apartment rental department of the Inkom-Real Estate agency,
said the typical single renter in Moscow is a "manager or specialist," earning slightly more
than the average income.

A family where both spouses work can combine incomes, she said, which makes renting an
option for workers in the social sphere, such as doctors.

Couples saving money to purchase an apartment are also a significant presence on the
market, Kiselyova said, while foreigners make up a large part of the "elite" segment.

The public opinion survey found that 72 percent of the capital's residents leave their
neighborhoods for reasons other than work or study no more than a few times per month.

Only 17 percent claimed to leave their neighborhoods weekly for personal purposes.

The main reasons given for personal travel were visiting friends and shopping. Residents said
their visits are to relatives 14 percent of the time, while they visit friends 30 percent of the
time.

The survey was conducted between Oct. 4 and 10. Pollsters interviewed 1,000 residents of
Moscow, age 18 and over. The margin of error is 3.1 percentage points.
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