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Election officials counting ballots at a polling station in Boyarka, 25 kilometers southwest of Kiev, on
Monday. Konstantin Chernichkin

KIEV — President Viktor Yanukovych has tightened his grip on Ukraine with local elections in
which his Party of the Regions outgunned its rivals, but a low turnout and opposition cries of
fraud cast a shadow over his victory.

Reports from across the country supported an exit poll's findings that the Party of the Regions
had easily outperformed opposition parties, including that of former Prime Minister Yulia
Tymoshenko, in Sunday's election.

The exit poll, conducted by the Ukrainian arm of GfK, an international market research firm,
said the Party of the Regions received 36.2 percent of votes in local councils, while
Tymoshenko's Fatherland party got 13.1 percent.

The study polled some 44,000 respondents across the country and had a margin of error of 2.5
percentage points.

Tymoshenko herself stayed out of the spotlight Monday.



But her second-in-command, Oleksander Turchynov denounced "the dirtiest and most
shameful elections which have ever taken place in the history of independent Ukraine."

Seizing on the unusually low turnout of less than 50 percent, Turchynov said this
demonstrated that "the majority of Ukrainians did not want to take part in the farce which the
ruling clique thrust upon our state."

Tymoshenko's office said she would not recognize results in three key provinces including the
Kiev region because her party was denied representation there.

Though full results will not emerge for several days, a Party of the Regions official, quoted by
the web site of Dzerkalo Tyzhnya weekly, expected that the party would be able to form a
controlling majority in 23 of the 27 regions in alliance with other parties.

Western governments and monitoring organizations did not deploy full-fledged observing
missions in Sunday's vote.

Opora, a Western-funded local election monitoring group that had 1,500 observers in place,
concluded that the vote was not democratic. The group said the opposition was not fairly
represented in vote-counting bodies, that many candidates had been unlawfully excluded
from election lists and that the balloting took place in a general atmosphere of mistrust.

"There were so many violations that we cannot say that it was democratic, fair and open,"
said Opora spokesman Dmitry Gnap.

Pawel Kowal, a European Parliament lawmaker, expressed concern that election legislation
had been changed shortly before the vote. The changes included limiting the opposition's
participation in vote-counting and introducing a law that effectively forced Tymoshenko to
change her party name to a less recognizable one.

Several other parties, including the nationalist Svoboda and a party headed by one-time
presidential contender Arseniy Yatsenyuk, appeared to have picked up some of her lost vote.

The results for mayors in leading cities was not clear, but reports said in Kharkiv —
traditionally a pro-Yanukovych city — there was an unusually fierce battle going on between
the Regions' candidate and Tymoshenko's.

Kiev remained untouched by campaigning since early elections for the local council took place
two years ago, leaving the capital out of cycle with the rest of the country. (Reuters, AP)
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