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WARSAW — Poland's first lady and relatives of air crash victims landed safely in Warsaw on
Monday after mechanical problems with two planes delayed their return from a ceremony
remembering the Smolensk air disaster in Russia.

They flew home after faults had stopped one of their planes from taking off and forced a
replacement plane to return to Warsaw following the ceremony commemorating a crash six
months ago that killed Poland's President Lech Kaczynski and 95 others.

Polish first lady Anna Komorowska and her Russian counterpart, Svetlana Medvedeva, had on
Sunday joined the ceremony with 170 relatives of the victims of the plane crash at a Smolensk
airport.

A spokesman for Poland's flag carrier LOT said mechanical problems with two planes had
caused delays on their return.

"The Boeing 737 in which the first lady and the family members were to return could not take



off because of a malfunction of the engine ignition that was discovered before takeoff," the
spokesman said. "The replacement Boeing 737 had to return to Warsaw because of an issue
with the power generator."

Local media reported that Komorowska and most of the family members returned in a smaller
Embraer plane around midday after taking off from an airport in Vitebsk, Belarus.

The rest of the delayed group was scheduled to return later Monday.
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