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UNITED NATIONS — Uzbek President Islam Karimov has called for an independent
international investigation of the June ethnic violence in southern Kyrgyzstan that sent more
than 100,000 refugees into his country.

In the text of remarks to a UN development summit, Karimov said such an investigation was
the only way to promote reconciliation between the ethnic Kyrgyz and Uzbeks who each make
up roughly half of the population in the south of Kyrgyzstan.

Nearly 400 people were killed in several days of violence, which began on June 10 and were
triggered by attacks by unidentified people in balaclavas. Unofficial estimates place the death
toll much higher. Many victims were shot and some, including women and children, were
burned inside their homes.

Earlier this year, the New York-based Human Rights Watch nonprofit group said some Kyrgyz
government troops took part in mob attacks against Uzbeks and that a brutal official probe



into the violence was making matters worse.

In Kyrgyzstan, which hosts U.S. and Russian military air bases, the interim government has
struggled to assert control over southern parts of the country since assuming power following
a popular revolt in April.

"I am convinced that the timely holding of objective and independent international
investigations which rule out any prejudice and one-sided approach … can pave the way to
reconciliation and accord between the Kyrgyz and Uzbek minority in the south of
Kyrgyzstan," Karimov said.

He said violence could erupt anew without such an investigation.

Karimov rejected calls for an international investigation into Uzbekistan's handling of a 2005
riot in the town of Andijan where, according to witnesses, government troops killed hundreds
of protesters.

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2010/09/21/uzbekistan-urges-probe-of-kyrgyz-unrest-a1614


