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LIMA, Peru — A Peruvian journalist whom the United States deported to Russia last month in
a spy swap is free to return home, but her Russian husband could be charged with lying on his
citizenship application, Peru's foreign minister said.

"They didn't spy in favor of or against Peru," the official, Jose Antonio Garcia, said in a radio
interview Friday.

He said Peruvian-born Vicky Pelaez, a longtime columnist for the newspaper El Diario La
Prensa in New York, is a Peruvian citizen and is free to return home, where she is not accused
of breaking any laws.

But her husband Mikhail Vasenkov — who plans to accompany her — could face fraud
charges, Garcia said.

Pelaez, 55, and Vasenkov, 65, met in Peru in the early 1980s when she was a television
reporter and he a news photographer. He identified himself as Juan Lazaro, a Uruguayan. It
was that name he gave when he fraudulently obtained Peruvian citizenship in 1979, Garcia
said.



The couple's New York lawyer, Genesis Perduto, said Friday that the couple planned to return
to Peru in a matter of weeks. She said it remained to be resolved whether Vasenkov could
indeed be prosecuted in Peru.

The law against the falsification and use of fraudulent public documents that Vasenkov
purportedly broke has a 10-year statute of limitations, so he cannot be prosecuted, said Mario
Amoretti, a Peruvian criminal law expert.

It is unclear whether Pelaez was aware of her husband's true identity before the couple's
arrest in late June.

Perduto said the couple's 17-year-old son, Juan Lazaro Jr., and his stepbrother Waldo
Mariscal, 38, would stay in the New York area.

"They're getting an apartment," she said. "They have a few more months until they have to
leave the house."

U.S. prosecutors say the family's two-story brick and stucco home in suburban Yonkers was
paid for by Vasenkov's Russian government handlers.
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