
Police: Cost of Bribe Nearly Doubles
By Natalya Krainova

July 27, 2010

The average bribe has nearly doubled from 23,000 rubles ($760) last year to 40,000 rubles
($1,320) in the first six months of 2010, the Interior Ministry said Tuesday.

Bribes have become more expensive because those engaged in the widespread practice are
rejecting small bribes as too risky amid a Kremlin-led fight against corruption, the ministry
said.

"The authorities are fighting corruption, and bribery has become more dangerous," said
Albert Istomin, a spokesman for the Interior Ministry's department for fighting economic
crimes, which released the new bribe figures.

"Therefore, people are not ready to take the risk for a small sum," he said by telephone.

In 2008, the average sum of a bribe was more than 9,000 rubles ($300), the Interior Ministry
said in March.
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But analysts linked the trend to Kremlin-imposed restrictions on the number of checks that
officials can conduct on businesses, which they said has increased officials' appetites for
bribes, and an overall failure in the Kremlin's anti-corruption efforts.

Kirill Kabanov, head of the National Anti-Corruption Committee, a nongovernmental
organization, said the average bribe had to grow because the Interior Ministry only calculated
cases that went to court and a growing number of senior officials — who take larger bribes
than rank-and-file bureaucrats — are being prosecuted.

A survey by Transparency International Russia, an anti-corruption watchdog, found that the
average bribe was growing but remained lower than the Interior Ministry's figures. The
average bribe amounted to 7,000 rubles ($230) in 2008 and 18,000 rubles ($600) last year,
said the organization's head, Yelena Panfilova.

"There is no evidence that anti-corruption mechanisms are working," she told The Moscow
Times. "Officials feel their impunity."

A separate nationwide survey by the independent Levada Center indicated that the average
bribe grew from about 5,000 rubles ($165) in March 2006 to almost 9,000 rubles ($300) in
April this year.

Businesspeople interviewed by the Noviye Izvestia newspaper last week said the size of bribes
extorted by officials has grown as a result of a 2009 law reducing the number of special checks
on small and medium-sized businesses without prosecutors' consent.

According to Kabanov, about $300 billion changes hands in bribes every year, with rank-and-
file officials accounting for 10 percent of the sum.

Most of the $300 billion are bribes linked to the distribution of state money, natural
resources, as well as federal, regional and municipal property, Kabanov said.

Meanwhile, the Economic Development and Trade Ministry recently announced a tender to
conduct a survey by December on the scale of corruption among the population and the
effectiveness of the anti-corruption measures.

The ministry is ready to pay 8 million rubles ($265,000) to the tender's winner, the web site
for state purchases, Zakupki.gov.ru, said July 22.
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