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VIENNA &mdash Despite the expectations of many in the West, President Dmitry Medvedev
"has said nothing about the need to strengthen property rights" because that gives
the powers that be the ability to intimidate not only the owners of small and midsized firms
but also the oligarchs, according to a leading Russian commentator.

In an essay on the Grani.ru site today, Irina Pavlova points out that speeches by Medvedev
and others at the United Russia party permit only a single conclusion: "The present criminal
regime finds it easier to hold the private Russian economy in the shadow under the fist
of the special services and collect tribute from them just as it does from state enterprises."

Indeed, she says, the comments of the leaders of "the party of the new Russian
nomenklatura" show that they understand that "it is easier to administer a criminal society"
because an atomized mass "will not resist because all will feel themselves guilty"

http://www.grani.ru/Politics/Russia/Parties/p.162542.html


of something and thus will submit to those with power.

Pavlova takes as her point of departure the comments of Yegor Gaidar, "the father of Russian
nomenklatura privatization," to the effect that United Russia could either become harsher or
gradually liberalized, depending on how it resolves "the problem of the division of power
and property."

The answer to Gaidar's question, the Grani.ru commentator says, was provided by the just-
concluded congress in St. Petersburg of United Russia, an organization that she describes as
"the party of the new Russian nomenklatura which now has not only power but property as
well" which has proclaimed "Russian conservatism" as its "ideology."

"What does this mean?" Pavlova asks rhetorically. First of all, it means that "the current
Kremlin regime does not intend to share power with anyone" and that it will, "in the name
of Russia," work to preserve the territorial integrity of the country and its traditions as United
Russia defines them.

These traditions, of course, include "despotism and the absence of freedom," because
for United Russia and its supporters, "the keystone of Russia conservatism is power which
acts in its own country like an occupier on a conquered territory, subordinating the people
and enserfing it" for the benefit of the powers that be.

"In declaring itself the legal successor of the Soviet Union," Pavlova continues, "the present-
day powers that be continue the traditions not only of Russian autocracy but
of the dictatorship of the communist nomenklatura," with "all the signs of an occupation
power," including forces to defend the regime from the population.

Some observers have been distracted by Medvedev's constant invocation of the need
for modernization, she notes, but in fact, his ideas on modernization combine with
the ideology of Russian conservatism just as easily as "this ideology was combined [in Soviet
times] with the construction of 'socialism.'"

Already in the 1930s, Pavlova points out, some observers in the West understood this. Oswald
Spengler, for example, observed that Stalin's modernization of the Soviet Union was about
"power, power and still more power." And Medvedev's "modernization" is just the same: It is
about "the strengthening of the existing powers that be."

If Medvedev were really serious about modernization in the broader sense, he would have
been talking about "the legal strengthening of the rights of private property," as Gaidar noted
in his interview, because "a movement in this direction could become a most powerful factor
in curing society and in its transformation from a criminal to a normal one."

But "note," Pavlova says, "President-Lawyer Medvedev did not say a word about the need
to strengthen the right to private property" because "the current criminal regime" can more
easily control and extract tribute from the private part of the economy if the rights of its
owners are not protected by law and the legal system.

Consequently, it is becoming clear that Medvedev and United Russia will continue yet another
Russian tradition as they promote their version of "Russian conservatism:" a weak legal
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system that does not stand in the way of the powers that be to do what they like with
the population as long as it remains under their control.

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2009/11/23/a-criminal-society-is-easier-to-rule-because-all-feel-the
mselves-guilty-a35075


