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Dmitry Medvedev shaking hands with Evo Morales of Bolivia after signing agreements in the Kremlin on
Monday.�� Sergei Ilnitsky

Bolivia will receive helicopters from Russia to help fight drugs and assistance to develop
energy resources in the poor South American country, President Dmitry Medvedev said
Monday.

The moves are part of Moscow's push for more clout in Latin America. Bolivian President Evo
Morales became the first leader from the landlocked Andean nation to visit Russia since
Moscow and La Paz established diplomatic relations in 1945.

Morales and Medvedev signed a declaration emphasizing their similar positions on global
issues and opposition to U.S. policies, including the decades-old embargo against Cuba, plans
for a missile shield in Europe and NATO expansion.

Morales praised the resurgence of Russian attention to Latin America. Medvedev met with
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Morales in November during a regional tour that included Venezuela, Brazil, Peru and Cuba.

"Russia's return to the region is very important," Morales told a joint news conference.

Medvedev said Russia's activities in Latin America are not aimed at undermining the United
States. But plans to provide Bolivia with helicopters follow disputes with Washington over
anti-narcotics efforts. Morales expelled the U.S. ambassador in September and suspended
operations of the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration, which he accused of spying. Before
leaving for Moscow, he said he would discuss the immediate purchase of helicopters and loans
of other aircraft to fight production of coca, the main ingredient in cocaine.

Medvedev and Morales oversaw the signing of agreements calling for cooperation in the arms
trade and anti-narcotics efforts. Medvedev indicated that Russia expects to reach a deal to
provide helicopters soon. "We hope that implementation of the first large contract, for the
supply of Russian helicopters to Bolivia, will begin in the very near future," Medvedev said.

Medvedev did not say how many helicopters Moscow might provide, but Russia's top arms
sales official, Mikhail Dmitriyev, suggested that it would be fewer than 20.

Dmitriyev said Venezuela is also interested in other Russian weapons and that Russia might
loan Bolivia money to buy the helicopters and other arms.

Medvedev stressed the importance of energy cooperation and said state-owned gas giant
Gazprom has signed memorandums to establish a "strategic project" for long-term
involvement in Bolivia. "We are talking about the Russian side helping our friends from
Bolivia in the development of hydrocarbons and the construction of a gas transport system on
the territory of Bolivia," Medvedev said.
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